TRAVEL STAYCATION

When life's a

Taking it slow in
Peachtree City

reaTurE: Kely Skinner
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you expect ncthing of a place
anid walk away srnitten. Such
was the case with my wesherd
jaurit t Pegchtrea City, the quist
cammiunity 20 miles south of
Hartsfisld-Jackzon Atlanta Irterma-
tional Airport. Don't be fiocled by
thie mame—it's not & smaller varsion
af Atlarta, nor is it abourding with
peaches. Cearrun with golf cars
ard exading the leisurely assured-
ri2ss of & rescrt commurity, it feels
rmizre like Boca than Buckhead.
Founded im 195% a= & mastar-
plamned commnunity, there is car-
tainly & Tuman Show element to
the place, with chirping birds and
srmiley neighbars irteraowven into
the community's landscape. The
pace of life is slow, tharks in larga
part to the S0-rmile netwark of golf
cart patke. Everyons, and | maan
sraryane, has a golf cart that they
use fo get evenywhiers, which
rmieans mrinirmal traffic an the main
raeds, cleaner ar and insta-calm.
Food tends to dictate mmany of
rry travel choices, and | wasn't
disappointed in Peachtres City's
selection. Located near aper-air
shopping centar Tha dwanue, Due
South's reutrally dressed ensirons

I t's an unusual experience when

Abowe: Chaming Starr's MIl made an appearance
In Swoef Home Alahama. Seelt on the Southern
Hodlywood Fllm Tour. Phiobe: Kally Skdnner

Left Golf carts are the preferred form
of trarspartation In Peachires Clty.

peach

arvd rustic décer would lcok righit
&t home an Atlanta’s Westside. But
the classic Southarn dishes sent
me straighit back to my mcther-
in-law's rural Georgia kitchen (my
stamdard for Southerm cocking).
The crispy fried green tormato
stack drizzled with goat chesse
and butterrnilk ranch; desiled
eggs with candied peppear bacon;
avd creamy Charleston she-crab
scup maomentarily cured me of
My Sawory Crasings. Another nighit,
Georgia Shirmp Company Bew
me away not cnly for the seafocd
[l got the grilled trout with sautéed
potatoes) but alse for how large
and busy it was on a Thursday
nighit. Capturirg the guintessential
neighborhcod s=afood wibe, it
doubles as a blues kurge. Durirg
my wizit, | fiell under local sorg-
stress Toni Byrd's spell.
Caincidenitally, | heard Toni
3ain & few nights Later when |
wiatchied har open far BSE legend
arvd chicken ard waffle quesn
Gladys Knight at the Frederick
Brown F. &mphitheater, another
Flace you sbsclutely must check
cut. Cazually krosn as "The Frad,”
it's an outdcor amphitheater
that regularly attrects rock 'n’ raoll

above; View a muskc
leqend at outdoor
CONCErt wnue,

*The Fred"

legerds from pasteryear—Michasl
Bolton, Styx and The Beach Bays
ara all recent wsitors. Everyone
drives their golf carts 1o the show,
drimiks wire and takes iteasy. The
ride back Fommie beneath starry
skies is & slow, peaceful ons.
Whilz in town, | made it & paint
to scak up the area'’s surgirg
film sceme. | hoppsd aboard the
Southiern Hallyweood Filem Tour ard
s2w rnarmorakle locales from films
and TV shows like Fried Green
Tomartoss, Drop Daad Diva, Swest
Homa Alsbams ard The Walking
Dazd. ' still 3 newbie ta the [5t-
ter, bt | was fascinated by sasing
the familiar town of "Wacdbury™ in
dawritcnwn Sencia—about 9 miles
south of Peachires City—as well
as driving by the sprawlirg Ralsigh
Studios, whera scenes from
The Walking Dead and countless
other flicks have bean filmed.
Ifyou have time aftar the tour to
browse the arsa's aift shops and
eat at L3 Mesa del Sur in dowr-
town Seraia, do it | oroe again
stuffed my face with incredibly
rich, high-caaric focd that | fourd
ridiculcusly addictive. This time,
the grub was South-ba-South-of-
the-Border, guite possbly my



fawcrite food combo. Case in
poinit: bartaceca brisket mac

'm cheese. You music buffs and
Zac Browen Hand fams will be happy
to hear that £aC Brown owns the
place and thatit's actually tha
restaurant of his music wanue,

Zac Brown's Southerm Grourd
Social Club. Chedk the schedule
and see 3 show after dinner.

Giwer its location near the
airport, Peachtres City is a natural
pick for conferanices, business re-
treats and the like, so you're at nc
shiortage of hatels. | split my time
batwaan two massive properiss,
the Wiyndham Peschtrea Hotel ard
Ceonfererce Cantar and the Dolce
Atlarta-Peachires. Though they're
both tailored to groups, | fourd my
salo stay perfectly serene. Sprawl-
irgg on my porch at the Wyrdham
drinkire coffee ard taking in the
wigws of werdant golf courses,
pristime pocls, tricklirg fountains
and exersive sreage was a morm-
irg pastime | could get used to.

Wherever you stay ard whatever
you do, sow down. Eat Listen
to some live music. Rent 3 golf
cart. Then drive raal, rea slow.
Youll returm fat, happy and
withi the wind in your hair. @

Abowe and left: The Dolce
Atlanta-Peachiree offers
conference capablities In 3
scenlc nabaral seting.

If you go...

Eat

Due South
I02 Clower Reach
Peachiree Clty 30269

TR E295847
www.duesouthptc.com

Geargla Shrimp Company
100 M. Peachtrea Parkway, Sults 36
Peachires Clky 30269

TAROAEILAN4
WWW.gSarglashrimpoo.com

La Mesa del Sur
12 Maln Str=et
Senala 30276
TEIZTA072

www.southemgrourdsociaklub.com

Do

Frederick Brown Jr. Amphitheater
200 Mciritosh Trall

Peachires Clty 30269
THIATLOGID
www.amphitheaterong

Southern Hollywood Flim Tour
200 Medrtosh Trall oick-up = at the
CVE, e s2me peoge who nay The Frec)
Peachiree Clty 30263

BB 60262

www facebook comy/
southernhallywacdflimbaur

Acmisshon ks $22. 500 adoky
15 for dids 4 to 12 $16 for stwoeas
anid seniors

Stay:
Dolce Atlanta-Peachtres

200 aberdaen Parkway
Peachitres Clty 30269

TAIAET EES
www.idolceatantapeachtres com

wyndham Peachires Hotel
and Conference Center
2443 Hghway 54 West
Peachires Clty 30263

T A BT 2000

wwwwarkhampoc.oom

Do you dream of retiring to the beach? Are you ready to make
that dream a reality? At Marshs Edge. 5t. Simons Island’s Premier
Retirernent Community, we turn dreams into realities every day.

Situated on beantiful 5t. Simons Island, Marshs Edge is the
perfect retirement destination for those who are looking to relax
and relish in the island lifestyle. Miles of beautiful beaches and
marshland, award -winning golf courses, and boutique shopping
are justa few of 5t. Simons’ amenities that Marsh's Edge members

enjoy.

The community of Marsh's Edge features:

+ Resort-like Amenities: A stunning Clubhouse that features a
full-service Bar, Beauty Salon, state-of-the-art Wellness Center,
and Library.

» Stunning Accommodations: Cottages Homes and Villas are
available to fit your needs.

» Maintenance-free Lifestyle: Leave your worries behind and
truly enjoy living like you are on vacation - from plumbing to
light bulb replacement, it is taken care of!

» Elegant, Fine Dining: Delicious, restaurant-style meals
prepared by the community Executive Chef.

Make your dream of retiring to the beach a reality at Marshs
Edge. We invite you to tour our beantiful community and learn
how you can malke this retirement destination home!

Call 912-291-2000 to set up a tour today!

—_
MARSH’S EDGE

ON 5T. SIMONS ISLAND

136 Marsh’s Edge Lane « St. Simons Island, GA 31522
912-291-2000 « www.Marshs-Edge.com

INDEPENDENT LIVING » ASSISTED LIVING » SEKILLED NURSING

ALTHEIMER'S CARE » REHABILITATION
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